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Romywt C,am;s The crossm@ o{ the 2
edutewaweaw s% tn t[jiz A tremevwlaus fea‘c 2

- on septe"mber 23 "1313' Roland arros took off from the
s FrgusAerodromw near St. Raphael at 5,47 am for ;‘;he ﬁrst |
successful erossing tn history.- the orossmg LIRS

af the Meduterramaw sea

Fréjus 23 septembre 1913 2 5 h 47 : c'est parti |

On September :23”" 1313 Rotavwl Garros' pLam,e tatees off
- from FYBJ us. '



- The Flight Preparation

This flight was the result of a long preparation started
n July 1913, 5 e
For this lncredible feat 2 stmilar planes, the Morane

 Saulnier H wodel, were eqmpped with & &0 hp, Gnome
Sitgma engineg ath a Chawviere propeller:

The engine was optimizen to give the best performa m,ce rate
‘with Low fuel

The oJoJeatwe was to diminish the weight of the plane, -
Nevertheless, the Morane Saulnier took off with

200 L of fuel and &0 | of castor oil..

The Challenge
The flight itself represented a-veal challenoe FLrs’ch

o other aviator haol successfuLLg crossed the -'
- Mediterranean sea before Roland Garros.
secomng, at this time planes were not very reLLa-bLe
' as it was a recent Lnvention, -Duriwé the crossing

the Morane Saulnier experienced engine trowbletwice.) .
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Vers Bizerte (PR)

D'aprés carte IGN de 1913 : l'endroit d'ol a décolle Garros le 23 sept 1913 2 5 h 47

Septenmber 237, 1913 : 5,47 am The aerodrome
where Roland Garros took off -IGN Map

"_c’/ -I . . L
The Flight Path

Roland C,arms took off from the Frgu.s aerovlmme Locateol ;
L the South of France,
_ He Landed in Bizerta, 5 Tunisia) at 1.45 p,,m
The distance he flew was about 500 miles.
This took wearLg enght hows 0{ non s’co]a ﬁgm@



R 4 < Initially the flight was
AW,  supposed to follow a straight
path along the const of

“ Corsica andl over -SmﬁdLWLﬂ

I,..p,_-nuun

'Pb'-“'

Corsica and samliw’ua wWere
to provide diversion fields
 bncase of any, engine
| troubLe or other technical

g difficulties.

w*;f Because of the first eng Lne

problems he experienced,

e S C,arros dectden to fly over

P, o
- m /} i - Corsica

and Sardinia, diverting fro-m the expected flig htpa’ch ;

poss i BIERTE —
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IC,N Map Garvos’ flight pa’clfl across the
Meol L‘tBYYﬁVLt‘lﬂW sea



The weather : :
L s
- The weather conditions were unfavorable,

n fact, a few days before, Garros was obliged to
~ postpone the flight because of strong adverse winds
‘which would have decelerated the speed of the plaine.

i

Dw’im,g the crossing, the wiwbl-veLocitg changenl
significantly. -
This caused Garros to divert from his Lmt:,al, flight ptaw
| and increased the duration of the flight.

Engine troubles ;

r'f-.

Adfter leaving Frejus, the first hour of flight was
problem~free, The ascent anal the cruising speed were
normal, Just as Garros saw Corsica, after 20 minutes
of flight, a Lowd noise came from the engiine, as if
a plece of metal had broken . Despite this pinking noise
coming from the engine, Garros was able to oow’cmue

his ﬂLght S B



As 0 precautionary measure, Garvos veered off course tn
order to to fly overBorsica in case of need. He decioled
to steer towards Sardinta,

Altitude : 4900 ft Because of the winds and clouds -
Garros was forced to descend over Sardinia,
Altttude : 2600t | i

carvos was afraid of falling beninal on schedule which
‘would  require wore fuel, He had planned for a wechanic
to wait for him tn.cagliari in case of delay.

11,35 am, he continued his flight over Cagliari
despite the fact that he was one hour Late and had
consumed a Lot of fueL

He experienced engine troubLe.{or a second time. There was

another noise of metal breaking. Once again the engine
dAldw't stop and Garros was able to continue his flight,

The Fuel Oowsump’ciaw

GAarros: had other dbﬁiouvcws to face, wameLg
e fueL cawsumptww R T



He clipbed to IS’OO‘O"&//ng_O{“t, knowing that reaching
this altitude wouldi@low hime to consume less fuel.
At this pobnt tn thme, Garros was flyting over the sea.
He throttled down to decrease fuel consumption but
| the engine nearly stalled.

p
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The Avrival :

-~

At first qarvos searched the horizow for the African comst
without the least bit of success. '
He didn't think it was necessary to accept the
Government’s offer to be accompanied bU & cruiser.
But the French naval authorities decided nevertheless to
- taolke the preoau’cww to sendl = torpedo boats to await hc.s
arvival, -

A

-

When Roland Garros spotted the torpedo boats, he dived tn
thelr olurectww 10 minutes Later, the Tunisian coast
appeareol ahead.

He Lanoded 1 bn Bizerta afcer;t 52 minutes of ﬁgw\.g He
had just

5 liters of fuel left in the tank,

3



23 septembre aprés-midi : Garros a son arrivée a Bizerte

September :23’?‘, 1313 b the afternoon.
Lawdi,a)s,@ in Bizerta, Tunisia

- One of the first telegrams of cong ratuLatwws reoewed bg 4
| Garvos was from Low,.s Barthou

Preswlewt of the Cowncil andl Minister of Public twstmc’cww
ath Fine Arts. It read |

“t ame pleased to congratulate You for this daring feat you
have aooompusheol hovwnm,g Your own bmverg but aLsa the -
Frevwh a\/batww 272 |

>
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Each to Pans _
on septembe»f :ze’ch |
s

Retour triomphal & Paris le 26 septembre 1913

W

Taomvw! C,am)s WS apptauvlevl bg ’che crowol avwl became
{amous for ooqute’cmg the first non-stop flight across

the Mevh,termweaw Sen,

-

1313 in Pans exmbutww o{ RoLavwl C,arros pLawe, '

i o

the Morawe sauquer o e

b % 7
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A short thme Later, anwd Garros evored the am,xwtg
he felt about this evewt-fuL fug ht,

o

“t was lost in the cLauols, around 324:2 £ and t hao
 noway of knowing if the plane was moving forwards
or backwards, if | wassliverted from the flight path
ow the right or on the left because of the wing....
L could say, without eXa@gethwg, that as a ‘PU,D’C | have
never experienced such a diffieult hour 0{ flight
in iy oreer.”

- Bxtract from “les Alles Glorieuses” BY Jacques Mortane
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